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than the sun which warms and lights the world.
These other suns have earths revolving round them
juSt as this sun has the earth and other planets en-
circling it. The people who dwell on this earth
are but the smallest part of the whole human race,
for not only have vaSt numbers of men, women
and children passed from earths of the universe
into the spiritual world, but great populations
dwell even to-day on unknown numbers of these
other earths.

Swedenborg knew it was foolish to suppose this
little globe was the only one on which men exist.
The great purpose in the mind of God is that the
heavens shall become ever greater and greater and
that more and more men shall be created to inhabit
them. If this earth were the only place in the uni-
verse where men existed, then the mighty Stars in
the dim and distant reaches of the sky would have
been made for nothing.

Such thoughts were often in Swedenborg's mind
and he began to hope that he would be allowed to
meet in the spiritual world some of the men and
women who had lived on other earths. The desire
to do this became very Strong and in the course of
time he was allowed to do as he had hoped. For
days and weeks, on occasions for months at a time,
he spoke with men who had never dwelt on this
earth, but whose life, from birth and childhood to